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| THERE being ‘but a very short and imper fect 'i
account of Pmuca Epwanrp Ismun/ in any of the 1
present Geovraphlcal Pubilcatmns it is pre- .- =
sumed this Descrnpuon (whlch has been ho- |
. nored with the approbatlo/n of the late Govérnor,

Epmunp FANN_ING, Esq.) will be acceptable'to -
the Proprietors of Lands therein, who reside in

Great Britaip,'és it will epable them to give
_every necessary,.,infd;ma_tiqti to those whom they ‘
wish to send o;f;t”és' S"ettlérs, ,énd also contribute

to make the ”’Isl";nd more generally known. |

L
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The fof[rmmg Tmtmwny, from tlzc O/}'lccm of a
British American Corps stationed in the Island-
of St. John, (mnow called Prince Edward Is-
land ) at !!m close of- the . 4merican War, they
- being ‘ohoIIJ disinterested and perfectly well
acquamted with the different American States,
s at once the most uncquivocal, as well as tlw
.least to be suspected evidence that cqn possibly
~he given of the natural a(lvantages and
superior excellence, of that truly valuable and

delightful Island.

EXTRACT .

FRO\i THE NEW YORK ROYAL GAZETTE,

- MARcH D, 1783.

ADDR T'S.)ED to such LOJallsls uho ezlllcr /mLe ah cady
left, or who hereaftor may leave their respective Countries”
in search of other Habuatzons '

: We, the subscribers (your countrymen
and fellow sufferers) hearing that several families
have {lleady arrived "in Nova Scotia from New
York,%and that many others intend coming to
some of these mnorthern colonies next Sprmb,
think it our duty to point out this Island to you
as the most eligible country” for you to repair to, -
of any we know between this and New Jersey
The soil  is good, itls well wooded, and free
from rocks. ’I he chmate so good that fevers and
agues are unknown ; water every-where éxcellent.
The harbours spacious, numerous and safe. The

“rivers, bays, lakes, and coasts, abounding with

a great variety of shell and almost all othcn sOrts

of -fish, and good in their kinds, The govern-’
ment is mild :—But very few taxes; these very
light, and raised solely for the beneﬁt of the
‘islaud, There is room for- tens of thousmlds, amd
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- lands in the finest situations, on-harbours, navi-
aable rivers, and bays, to be had exceedingly.

o)

- reasonable.  Cattle are” plenty. . ‘Witness the’

droves whickave been. this year taken to Halifax
market. Before we camge here, we were told; as

perhaps you may he, the worst things pOSSlble of ©

the country ; such as that the people were slar-
ving ; we should .get nothing to/eat;; and should
ourselves be eaten by mseu.s : “and much more,
equally groundless, for we have found the reverse
to be the truth ; therefore do mot.attend to such
reports, but come and see, and depend on the
evidence of your pwn senses. You will not ima-
gine us to be interested in the advice we here

give you, or in the character of the place, as we,

may be ordered away to-morrow ; be assured of
the contrary, what we have said is intended purely
for your good, and if you attend to it we ahall
hereafter receive your thanks.

In the mean time, beheve us, sincerely,
‘ Your friends, &ec.

_ - 7
S. HayDEN, Captain commanding the King’s Rangers.
EbWaRD Mainwaring, Captain King’s Rangers.
Joun TurockmorTON, Licutenant King’s Rangers.
Jou~x Roeins, Ensign King’s Rangers.

Josern Bectrs, Ensign King’s Ranrr(rs
ALEXANDER SMYTII, Adjutant King’s Rantrers.
Lewis-Davis, Surgean King’s Rangers.

Island St. Joln, Gulph of St. Laurence,
November 30, 1782, .
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SITUATION AND EXTENT. ‘
L z;, urees, 61 and 64 West Longitude, '
cno s Q0 3 vOl ¢ t it .
é - Brgz;’dth J30% Between 346 :S.d 47 Ngsrth (ﬂg’fi'zgd:.
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) Sz'turuion.]—-IT lies in the Gulf of Saint Laurence, North
f ©+ America, and is separated from Nova Scotia, on the South, b
=« achannel from three to six leagues in width. It is distant from
Cape Breton, on the East, about fifteen leagues ; and has New
Brunswick and Lower Canada on the North-West, distant, to
different points, from eight to twenty leagues. '
Rivers and Bays.]—The Island is intersected with numerong
bays and rivers; so.that there are very few places at a greater
| distance than six miles froi the flowing of the tide, and none
above cight miles. ‘T'he principal vivers are those called Hills- . P
borough, Eliot, York, Cardigan, Brudenell, -and Mbntagu,
Which are lurge enongly-to admit ships of theline. Dunk, Elis,
- Vernon, and Murray ™ rivers, will contain vessels of 300 tons "3
burthen, by taking advantage of the tide ; and there are. many g
otherxivers whicl are navigable for vessels of 100 tons hurthen.
Pognal, Orwell, Richmond, Grenville, Harris, Bedford, Saint

==

. ~ Peter’s, Colville, and Cardigan bays, afford good and safe
archorage for vessels from 100 tous upwards. .
. Air and Climate.]—The air is, remarkably clear; a fog is - "

rarely to be seen. From the beginning to the middle of April, the

ice in the rivers ‘hreaks up, the navigation is open, and the

L inhabitants hegin their fishing, agriculture, and gardening.

The Spring is very rapid, the degree of heat in Summer is much

. . the sameas in Eugland, but more regular : the Autumn is long

| and pleasant ; the Winter in general sets in from the middle to

the latter end of December, at which time the riversand bays

begin to be‘frozen over, and the snow o fail g after which ig '

cﬁnlimles, a steady frost, with a very clear air, with infervals % |
of snow-falls; somelimes the suow is accompaiied with boiste-
rous winds ; the snow in the woods is in general from two 'to
three feet deep on an average * thie bracing cold in the winter is
far more healthy, and, to mauy people, mach more pleasant -to
bear, than the vaviety and sudden changes of the weather in

{ Engiland. . , :

(v Face of the Country, and. Natural Produgtions.]—Tlie
eountry" is in genéral Jlevel, interspersed with gentle risings

L
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-and gradual descents, there being but. few large hills oun the
Island. 1t abouuds with springs.of the finest water ; and as the
Tivers are very numerous, there are a great many  excellent
sitvations for mills. The far greater past of the Liland is in jts
original wild aud uncultivated state, covered with groves of
vzu-jous kinds of treex, amung,\\-j‘;'néh“arv the following : the white
and yellow pine, the hewlock, the red, white, and black
spruce trecs, two or'three Kinds of fir trees, and the larch tree ;
all of which are deseribed by the inhabitants as soft-wood trecs :
thereare also ouk, ash, elm; poplare and cedag trees, but not
i great plenty. The most prevaiting hard \\'opd trees are, birch, _
beech, and maple; of the former there are three kinds, the
white, yellow, and black ; the white* or curled maple, andthe
black or sugar maple trees, and various other kinds of trees and

- shrubs. There are also wild cherries, zooscherries and currants :

L - and the' wild raspberries, strawberries, cranberries, and blne-

' berries, are in some parts in greal abundance, and very fine. A

frart in this™ Island, called the Indian Pear, is very delicious.

There are a ercat many salt, and some inland marshes, from

which considerab'e quantitics of hay are.cut. . -

et ; TLame and wild Fow! and Birds.] “furkies, geese, ducks,

" and other poultry, arc in plemty. Wild'geese and brant, ands
various kinds of wild ducks, are in very large flocks in the 1
Spring and Autumu, and Hock$ of wild pigeons in the Summer.

A great many partridges, much lareer and finer than in Eng-
land ; scveral sorts of plovers and snipes; the large grey and
black eazle; different kinds of hawks and owls, the raven and .
the crow, and many birds of beautiful plomage, are found in the

. Woods : various other kinds of birds appear, as the ‘inhabitants

extend their improvements ; anlong which are the spring-bird,

the robin, a'blackbird, and the snowhird, and the beautiful y
humming-bird freqients the gardens. . : ¢
" o Fish.)—The Fish of this Island are, cad, herrines, -mackarel, -

“rsalmon, salmonatrout, bass, haddock, sturgeon, perch, floun-
ders, ecls, smelts, tomy-cod, elwives, &o. most of these in
great abundance ; also lobsters and oyslers, which are easy to ‘
be obtained in many Nof the baysand rivers, and many kinds of
shell and other fish, and seals. .

Animals.]—"There are hlack cattle, sheep, hogs and horses ;

. some bears, wild cats, red, silver-crey, and hlack foxes, olters,
’ “inartens, minks, musk-rats,* and several kinds of sqiirrels ; a
great number of hares, whicl are grey in Summer, and . white

. n Winter ;- no-reptile is heke to be met with, except a small

* “harmless snake.: -

Soil und Produce 1—The soil is decp and light, but very
fertile, if properly cultivated ; in most places there are few or no
stoues to be seen, except on the shores, of by digging three or

. = four feet for them. The land produces very good wheat, bar-
a Jey, vals, rie, peas, &c. and the various sorts of vegetables, as in
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r England, such as potatoes, parsnips, carrots, cabbages, peas,
i the different kindsof beans, asparagus, cauliflowers, onions, _ «i
| cucumbers, melons, pumpkins, radishes, lettuces, celery, &ec. &c. - - i
Hops grow excee:lmrrlv well, with little trouble. ~The English :

| apple and cherry trees thrive very well, the garden gooséberry i.
and currant treesyield very great crops. The land produces
very. good herhao'e both for hay and pfts{urmg of caltle, -
' whic) thrive e\itremelv well ; the farmers, in“general, have '
) good stocks of black caftle, sheep, hogs. and herses': the sheep, - .
for the most part, preduce double, and scarcelv a disease is
- ever known amongst them, .
Government, Commerce, Towns, and Military \’lrengl/l J—
The Island is governed by 'a Lieutenant Goveruor, Coun- _ |
cil, and General Assembly, by whom the Laws are enacted: |
, the Council consist§ of .six or eight Mefnbers, who are
appointed by the Governor, and;- by the King’s instruction,
are to be Proprietors and principal ‘Landholders.  The Ge-
neral Assembly are eighteen in number, who are chosen by
a majorjty of the Landholders, Leaseholders, and resident
Housekeepers. All laws that respect property, are, -by the 5
King’s instruction, 1o have a clause to suspend their operas- .
tion till they have been sent to England and received the RO} al
t Assent. The only tax paid here is a small duty on llquors im-
ported, which is appropriated to the purpose of improving the-
roads and other insular expences. The commerce is, at present,
chiefly confined to the exportation of cattle and sheep, with
. other productions of the farm, which the inhabitants send to
Newfoundland, and of wheat, and other grain, which is sent to
Halifax. » Some persons have carried on'a considerable trade in i
the cod and herring fisheries ; the produce of.which they send |
to Europe and lhe West lndies, and lumber, oil, skins, and
furs, to England. The towns, laid down on the plan, or geue-
ral survey of the Island, are Prince Town, Charlotte Town, and
George Town ; Cnarlotte Town, is"the seat of Government. It
is pleasantlv situate, and regularly laid out. It has two forts
and a block house, and thereare two companies of soldiers in the
garrlson in war time, and the militia of the Island for its defeuce
against privateers.
4 ]nlzabzlants, and gencral Employment 1—The inhabitants
counsist chiefly of emigrants from Eugland, Ireland, Scotlaud,
“the States ot},Amerlca, and a few from Gert pany, There are
-alsoabout six or seven hundred of the orwnfil Acadian French
settlers, who vccupy three villages, and live comfortably by
farming and fishing. ‘T'he- genelallly of the inhabitants are ;
employed in farmm,, except a very few mechanics, such as \
blacksmiths, carpenters, shipwrights, millwrights, coopers; shoe-. '
makers, weavers, and masouns ; and some few mn the cod and
herring fisheries, asthey can spare time from their farms, which
- ‘may be carried on to great advantage, as the lsland hecomen .
2 3 . - » ': . = 1,2
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more populous 5 the fishing-hanks extending all along the north

and north-east coasls of e [sland, where ake a areat number of

vessels come from the” Stales of Amcrica th catch fish. The

farmers begin to plow and sow in April; they endeavour to get

all their Summer wheat sowed hefore the 10th of May, but it is

generally the Litter end of that manth, or the beginning of June, o
before they have all their aats, barley, peas, and potatoes, in

the ground, as labouret's are scarce ; |1ntwithshlmliug, as vege-

tation is quick, they beginto reap about the middle of August,
Between seed-timeand harvest, some arg employed in burning the

"wood that has been culin the Winter for clearing new land, and

some in cutting and making hay.  The Autumn beitg long and
pleasant, in the early part of it, some sow their Winter wheat,

and afterwards get up their potatoes, which they raise in great
quantities.  Tu the Winter, some are employed in culting the
trees down for clearing new land ; otliers in threshing their corn

and gettiny home their hay for their cattle, which is mostly
housed in the winter nights ; some in cuttirg and bringing hemz

{heir fire wood and making Jumber, such as shingles, laths,
hoops, staves, &e. and culling and earrying pine-logs for the

saw mills.  Seme of the women are employed in spinning wool,

and in kuitting stockings and mitls ; the flax, which they raise -

in Summer, is made into coarse, cloth.  Some of the families &
make upwards of two hundred yards of woollen and linen clot

ina year ; and many families make two or three hundred weightt '
of sugar, in the early partofthe Spring, before the snow is thawed

in-the woods, from the sap-of the maple trees ; they likewise

make very good hutler and cheese; and raise as much poultry-

as they choose to keep. €y

- Beligion.]—There are a few persons who attend the Esta-

blished Church onceé in a weék ; the far greater partare Dissenters,

«of one description or other ; but as they have but few religions |
meetings, and ndtany ministers, their sabhath-days are gene- -

rally filled up with looking over their past week's industry, aml _ 1
i visiting their neighhours,  When any dissenting minister has
happencd to visit the Island from, the Continent, many of the in-
habitants have attended with an apparent desire to be instrueted., AR
The native French, and many of the Highland Sevteh are Re- : A
man Catholies, who mcet regularly for worship every sabbatl-
day, and have a priest or two who reside among them.

General Remarks.]—This Island, which possesses so many
natural advantages, ‘such as a good soil, ‘the finest water,
a clear air, good harbours, and fing rivers, with abundance
of fish and wild fowl, and goad timber for house and ship-build-
g, aud ferniture, would, in all probability, have been in a
much forwarder state of seltlement, bul for the following rea-
sons :—It.was originally eranted by Government in townships
of twenty thousand aecres each, and half townships to officers _
who had served in the army and navy, and others ; the far 2
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gréater part of whom have not tali'eu the Teast paing to send
settlers to theijy lands, but have apparently lain by o reap a
future benefit from the -active exertions of othep Proprietors:
and a difference some time since prevailed between ‘some of
the Civil Officers of the Government apd some of the Proprig. -
tors an( Merchants, which has beep very de@rimental'@o the
trade of the Island. Some persons, who are inclined to emi-
grate, give a preference tothe Government and advanceéd state
of settlement of e United Stateg of America, it being much
better known. Yet there gre hut few places in. the States of ¢ iy
America, from the best ac ounts, that are equal in fertility : ’
and watypal advantages to {lis Island: and the four diseases
mentioned i Winterhotham’s recent History of America, -
namely, nervong disorders, rhenmatisms, intermill‘ing fevers,
and premature loss of teeth, as there so prevalent, by no mesns
apply to this Island, it heing extremely healthy ; many of the« ’
nalive French eviyep the truth of thjg by their longevity., In
the States of America, tle lapds, for 5 considerable distance
from the seq coasts, ‘are chieily oceupied ; the hack lands are
raised much iy price, and the distance from a market is a eopa
Stant and unavoidalle drawback oy the active exertions of the
industriogs firmers : byt their is no situation on this Island
‘but where they may have ciasy access to navigable rivers, and
a constant market for i[eip produce at Newfoundland and Hali.
fax : the West Indies and Europe will also afford a market for
them in their more advaneed state of svﬁlement,ﬁagriculturt*,
and commerc:, |y has the advantage of Canada in some points
of commeree, not only on aceount of the fishing-banks extend-
ing round the coast, but that e inh::bitants of this Island .
can miuke two vovages to the West Indies in the Summer,
whereas from Casina only one can he made, Itis well known
that the Priucipal part of he farmers, wha rajse considerable
Crops of wrain, and Possess stocks of cattle, ﬁ'um‘tu‘culy to
SIxty ead | hesides flocks of sheep, hous, horses, &e. came
to this Islind with very little, and many with no property
whatever, Il Prospect of arriving at suel 4 sttuation stim-
lates the Young farmer to encounter witl pleasure, and per=
severings assiduity, {he difliculties of iis infant farm.  Those '
Who come here with 10 Property, generally work for others
till they have acquired a little sfock ; and after'such have he-
San to farn, they can get assistance by working Tor the
neighhouring farmers, til they have brought their own farmsg ~
gradually forward, A, infant country is by no means calcy.
lated for indolent persous, cxcept they haye sone income to live

~on; hat there jg 5 moral certainty of an industrions person
bettering hig circumstances every year, with the same or less
degree of labour than mudt of necessity be used in England,
to piocure a bare or scanty subsistence, with no other pios-
pectinold age than the ajd afforded him by the parish i whereas,

.
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mn such a country as thig, unincumhered  with tithes or
taxes, aud the land in ity orizinal stale, at about one shilling
Per acre annually for ever, or farms to be purchased o easy
terms, lis ordinary industry will soop procure him a comfor-
‘table provision,‘with the satisfactory pProspect of seeing his
family follow his ¢xample. A large family, to a .many in low
circumstances, may here he VEry properly considered g ereat
hlessing, ay they.can all assist their parents to great advan-
taze during their minority, and are under no necessity of
being sent from home, and by that means frequently exposed
to many vices ip seeking a livelihood ; ou the contrary, they
remain with their parents, who, to encourage them to indus.
try, cenerally make them a present of a calf, or a sheep,
“ when they are Young, which, hy the time they are of agze to
seltle for themselves, will have increased to several heads ; so
that, with a little further assislance from the parents of »
Young couple, they begin ona new farm with an encouraging
prospect. :

Persons, with a few hundred pounds, may soon place them-
selvesina comfortal)e situation, and of course wil] pe relieved
from many of the iucnnveuieuces, whicli those who have no
property are at first subjected to, -

Some persors who have emigrated to America have been
extremely disappointel, by not having, in their ideas, made
a proper allowauce for he difference of ay infanl country,
compared to those scenes they have beey accustomed to ; others

- there are who yea( of the productions and advantages of
America, hut do ot sufficiently consider, that if-they emigrate
there with Ilittle or ho property, it must pe by their ¢radual
and persevering industry that they can obtam the comforts
and conveniences of life,

Persons of small Lroperty, who may bhe desirous of emigra-

1

"]

ting to this Islang for the Purpose of farming, are naturally # .
“ . led 1o enquire, how they are to dispose of a family on their

landing there, and the best and cheapest method of proceeding ?
To whicl it may be answered—Jf the person has not fxed on
the spot le intends to make s residence, previous to his
leaving his native country, it will by expedient, iminediately |
on his arrival (suppose at Charlotye Tawn), after having ob-
tained accommodatyons for hig family (which will not be difli-
cult), to apply to spme rersons in the Town, who. for the most
part are able ay ready o inform a stranger, who have lands

: to lease o dispose of, and the part of the Island iy which they '
‘ are situate, 1t will they be proper 1o 50 and examine the

&pot, 'ur-perhaps several,-in order to make the best choice.,

There are many places to be had where the farms front a _

mavicrable river, or bay. In Winterhothan’s History, before ’

afluded to, is ghe following infurmation, which will apply to” |
* this Island; « When a scttler fixes o & aspol of land, hig .
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«first carc is to cut down a few trees to build his log-house.-
¢ A'man may cut down and lop from twenty 'to thirty in a

“day, of the size proper for the purpose. These forin the |

¢« walls of the building. 1In g‘éneral the log-cabins of this
e kin d are such as half a dozen men will easily finish in three
« or four days (say a week); ten guineas worth of labour, thus
« employed, will lodge a family quite as comfortable as in the
« hetter kind of cotmges in England.” )
Such log-houses may ke enlarged, as opportunity will admit,
or improved, by lining them with board, in the nature” of
wainscot, or lath and plaster; the outside covered with clap-
hoards, and the rbof with shingles; or, as the.person is dis-
posed, and his circumstances will admit, he may, in a future
period, build a framed house, from sisly pounds to many.
hundreds, according to the size, ‘and the manner in which it
is finished : his first housc may he then used for-a eatile-house.
When the person has his log-heuse finished, he will find it to
his advantage to remove his family into it as earlv as possible,
both fur convenience and to save expence :"and of course must
lay in such necessaries as he thinks he’ shall want, according
to the number of his family. He may form some estimate of a
year’s provision by the following prices, alluding tot e A utomp’
of 1795 :—Wheat at 5s. per busliel; potatoed about ls. Gd. per
bushel ; by a large quantity they have been hought for 1.
per bushel ; beef, mutton and pork, from 3d."to 4d. per pound,
according tp the season of the year; fowls from 4s. lo 8s.
per dozén ; ducksabout 1s.3 geese about 2s. Gd 5 turkies 5s.
cach : most people raise their own poultry. Spruce beer, and
rum and water, are the general liquors that are drank’ here,

except water and milk.3 but as barley and hops grow very well,

there can be no doabt hut malt liquor will be more generally
introduced, which will be:far more bencticial to the inhabitants
than the pernicious custom of drinking spirits, which is gene-
rally too prevalent in all Americh. . Cows with calves, in the
sprinyg of the year, from 51. to ahout 6l. ; a pair ofvmiddling
size aged bulloeks, that will_weigh five or six hurdred each,
may Le bought for 14l. to 161, per pair. Some of the bul-
locks on this Island kave weighed upwards of a thousand
weight Ewes with lambs, in the spring of the year, about
90s. to a guinea; sows With pig, according to. their sizé, from
90s. to 40s.” The above prices are in the "currency of the
Island ;. if one-tenth is deducted from these sums, it will-ve-
duce it to sterling. Tt will be advisable, that the new settler
purchases a few poultry, a cow or two, and a sew, AS-S00N AS

he goes to his farm, by which means he will have eggs, but-.

ter, and milk for the family it the farm is an entire woodland
farm, the .cows will find sufficient _ food in the Wé’qu, in the
Summer. and Autumn, and come regularly home to be milked
by kceping the calves-up, dnd giving themn a portion of the

-+
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wilk. “If there should he no marsh ground to the farm, where
fodder may be cut for tie Winter, the new scttler will he obliged
to buy hay till "he can rajse some from the woodland. :When
- he has purchased these necessaries, he has they to encounter
- with the most diffjcylt part of his farm, which is to begin te
clear away the woods, - This lahour is differently pursued,
according to the judgment of differerit PETSOns : some grub up
the small trees and underwood by the yoots ; these are burnt
on the ground ; and the large trees they “girdle, by cutting a
rim of the hark round- the trec, which kills i, and lets in
the sun to "the ground ; they then plant potatoes and grain
between the trees; hut; for the most part, the inhabitants cut
all the trees down from two to three feet ahove t)e ground,
and cut them into ten or twelve feet lengths, and pile and burn
them. But some think the best way is, to tak€™a crop or two
at most off the ground, and then lay it down to'erass s and in
a‘few years, the rools of the stumps will get sufficiently rot-
ten, so that a man: or two, with two pair of bullocks, and a
chein fixed round the tops of:the stumps, will gct up as many
in aday ag° they would in'a manth were they to attempt it .
when the stumps were green.  The new farmer should aim to -
be there as early in the Spring as possible, by which weans
he may get sufficicnt fand cleared, at least to get a good crop
of potatoes in the ground, and other vegetables : the potatpes
would not only gerve |ijs family, hut he might have plenty to
keep a sufficient number of kogs through'the Winter, so as to
- supply him with mcat the ensuing year., He might likewise -
80w some wheat in the Autumny between the stumps ;. sonie hoe
it in, others dnly harrow it in; and sone there are that will
Plough between tie stumps with'a short one-handled plough ;.
-and good crops have been produced hy either method.  1f the
person has no sons of his own, -capable ofassisting him in the

Iabour," he would do-well to take a stoul boy or pwo with him,,

who might be indented to him 4l they were twenty-one years

"It is recommended to new settlers, to plant an orchard as carly
as possihle, as the young trecs will be growing while tfic
stumps are decaying. This has heen mucl neglected by the
early settlers, o ly a few of lite years have attended to jt,
Mm the inhahitants who live in loz-houses, as above de-

e’

scribed, seem to feel* but little emulation to build themsélves®

better habitations, although they’ have abundance of property
and opportunity for the purpose.  This ‘may arise either from

‘ -

. > . o - -
habit, or from their having been accustomed] to small coitagey

in the country they have feft. i is recommended to persons -

who fiay emigrate to thiy Island, to bring their bedding and

kitchen utensils, and as much wearing apparel as convenient,

as the prices on the articleg which are brought from England
> A@re much advanced, especially in war.time,

* <
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In WinTerBoTHAM's History of America are the following
Remarks; vol. I11. pages 299, 300, 301, 302,

« What are the general inducements to quit Europe for the
« purpose of scttling in America>—To tlis Query we shall,
« without hesitation, reply, that the first and principal induce- -
ment to an European to quit his native country for America,
is THE TOTAL ABSENCE OF ANXIETY RESPECTING THE
“ FUTURE SUCCESS OF A TFAMILY.)” ° .
¢ In England the young man flies to prostitution ; for fear of
the expense of a family establishinent, and the more than
¢ probable, extravagancerof a wife; celibacy is a part of pru-

-

€

L3

-

-

.l «

-
-

: « dence ; itis openly comménded, and as steadily practised as

-¢c the voice of nature willallow, The married man, whose pas- °
sions have heen stronger, whose morals have been less callous,
or whose interest-has furnished motives to matrimoriy, doubts
whether each child be not a misfortune, and looks upon his
offspring with a melancholy kind of atfection, that embitters "
some of the otherwise most pleasurable moments of his life.
There are exceptions to this, from great success in the pursuits
of the father ; there are exceptions from stronger degrees of
parcntal affection ; aud the more sanguine, look forward with
stronger hope : but we have seen too much no! to he satisfied,
of the perfect truth of this general position. We d8 not care
what may be the situation in life ofthe parents, or the raok lo
which they belong ; from the labourer at six or seven shillings
per week, and many thousands of such there are n Great
Britain, to the peer of twenty-five thonsard pounds per an-
num ; threngh many intermediate ranks we have bad tvo fre-
quent occusion to observe this mclancholy fact.

“ In the former instance, the labourer cousoles himself with
tears-in his eyes, for the loss of his children, because ke fas
one, or more or less, to provide fur; and, in the second in-
stance, his lordship retrenches his pleasures, bcealtse he hs
“ a large family.

“ In America, particularly out of the larze towns, no man of
moderate desires feels anxious ahout a family. In the coun-
“ try, where the mass of the people dwell, every man fcels the
« increase of his family to be the increase of his riches :and no
farmer doubts about the facility of providing for his children
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« as comfortably as they have liyed where land is so cheap and
«¢ go fertile, where society is so much on an equality, and where
Ce

the prodigious increase of population, from patural and acci-
¢« dentil causes, and the improving state of every part of the
<« country, furnishes a market for whatever superfluons produce
he chuses to raise, without presenting incessantly that temp-
« tation to artificial expence. and eXltravagant competition o
« commnon and so ruinous in Eurgpean countries.
« In Great-Britain, PERPETOAL EXERTION, INCESSANT,
UNREMITTING INDUSTRY, DAILY< DEPRIVATION OF TUb

»
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¢ COMFORTS OF L!FE, and anxious attenlmn to minute fmmht) ) )

“ are almost- incumbent on a man of moderate fortune, and i
“ the middle clases oflife : and the probabilities of ultimate suc-
“cess are certainly against a large family. In England, no
“man hasa right, calculatlng upon the common chances to
““ expect that five or six children shall all succeed however
“ virtuous orindustrious they may he.

““In America it is otherwise : you may reasonably reckon up- -
_““ ofi a comfortable settlement, according to your situation in life,

“ for every part of a family, however numerous. There is no-
“ thing in European countries cquivalent to the taking off thiy

“““weight upon the mind ofa father of a family, It is felt in the

« accurrences of every day. Mr. Cooper remarks, he has seen
“ with pleasure the countenance of a European emigrant, in
“ America, bnghlen upon this wery comfortable reflection ; a
« reflection which cpnsoles even for loss of friends, aml exile
“ from a native country.

« In England, if aman has been pecuniarily unfortumate-the
“gager crowd press on and trample over him, and, once down,
“heis kept down. In America, a false stcpls IlDtlI‘[‘.ﬁll‘lE\ah[E‘,
“there is room to get up again; and the less unfortunate stum-
“bler looks round at leisure, and without dismay, for some more
« profitable path to be pursued. In England, every employment

" «is full, we are pressed and elbowed on all sides: in Ame-

“rica every employment has room for industry, and for
S many years almost every speCIes of industry must be
“ successful.”’

Impartial persons will not conaner the above remarks of Win-
terbotham, as exceeding the truth, foritis a well known fact,

. that a great number of “persons, whose appearancesin life ex-

 situvation: N e

. cced their circumstances from a kind of necessity, and are car-

rving on their different employmeutb with the most distressing
amuety and if afew, among "the many, surmount these diffi-
culties, after many years perseverance, they may, at last, be
so fortunate as to acquire a suflicient suml of money to endblc
them to putall, or mOs’t of their children, in thie sameé perplcxm«r

v -

In  DBucuan’s highly-esteemed Treatise on Domestic

Medicine, are the following Remarks, treating on the
Laborious and Sedentary.

¢ Though nothing can he more contrary to the nature of
¢ man than a sedentary life, yet this class comprehends the
¢¢ far greater part of the species. Almost the whole female
¢ world, and, in manufacturing countiies, the major part of

. *¢ the males ‘may be reckoned qedentary Agriculture, the

¢ first and most healthful of all employments, is now fol-
¢ lowed by few who areable to carry on any other business.

.¢¢ But these who lmagme that the culture‘of the earth is not

-
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s¢ sufficient to employ all its inhabitants, are greatly mis.
« taken. Anancient Roman, we are told, could maintain his
¢ family from the produce of one acre of ground : so might a
< modern Briton, if he would be contented to live like a
¢« Roman. This shews what an immense increase of inhabi-
¢ tants Britain might admit of, and all of them live by the
¢ culture gf the ground. Agriculture is the great source of
¢ domestic riches. Where it is neglected, whatever wealth
““ may be imported from abroad, poverty and misery will
¢ abound at home. Such is, and ever will be, the fluctuating ..
« state of tradde and manufactures, that thousands of people
““ may be in full employmcnt to-day, and in beggary to-meor-
¢ tow. This can never happen to those who culiivate the
¢« ground ; they can eat the fruit of their labour, and can
¢ always, by industry, obtain at least the necessaries of life.
«¢ Labouring the ground is every way conducive to health.
« It not only gives exercise to every part of the body, but
¢« the very smell of the earth, and fresh herbs, regives and
¢¢ cheers the spirits, whilst the perpetual prospec?&&some-
¢ thing coming to maturity delights and entertains the miud.-
¢ We are so formed as to be always pleaséd with somewhat in
« prospeqé, however distant or<however trivial. lence the
¢¢ happineSs that most men feel, in planting, sowing, building,
¢ &c. These seem to have been the chief employments of
¢ the more early ages ; and when Kings and Conqueror§ cul-
¢ tivated the ground, there is reason to believe that they
¢ knew as well wherein true happiness consisted as we do.”
This is not only true in theory, but it is confirmed by daily
observation, that many eminent persons in great cities, after”
they have been giving their attention to business the greater
part of their lives, are generally retiring to these rural
employments, as most congenial to human felicity ; especially
to u religious mind, which may enjoy such satisfaction in
contemplating the wisdom and goodness of God, in the -
ordinary operations of the works of nature, in such innocent
and harmless simplicity, compared with the artifice and
deceptive contrivance which the mind is engaged in, in
making and vending most of the works, of art, which,
through the numerous competitors of ,every calling, operate

nearly as forcibly as the laws of necessity ; so that we “may

be seeking death in the errors of life, and bringing upon
oursélves destruction with the works of our hands.” -

Since the foregoing description was ‘published, notwith-
standing the circumstances of the late war, which werea
great impediment to emigration, yet the natural advantages
of Prince Edwhrd Island are such, that by the oerdinary
increase of population, and some emigration, the number

‘
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. of inhabitants are . now supposed to be about twenty
thousand. o

The low ‘price ‘of Land in new Cqun[ﬁvs, generally -

advances in proportion to the demand of an increasing
population, especially those Lands situate. near navigable
Water. The price of Laud, ‘Farming Stock, and Provisions
is somewhat raised since the publishing of the above account;
yet good Land may now be purchased at from fiftcen shillings
to a guinea per acre, according ‘to its situation; and -Farms
atno time have been rented at lower than one shilling, nor
higher tharn two shillings; sterling per Acre.  Some pro-
prietors now let their Land in its natural state, the first

_year at three pence per Acre, and to. raise (hree pence per |

Acre annually, till it comes to, eightcen pence, sterling, per
Acre, and so to remain for ever. The, currerit prices for
cattle and provisions for the ycar 1818, may be averaged s
follows :—A good serviceable horse for draft or the saddle,
about 18l.; a milch cow and calf from 61. to 8l.; a pair

of four-year old oxemq about 161.; ewes with lambs,* 25s. "

pi%ls, in abundance,.in proportion to their size - beef, mutton,
and pork, from 4d. to 6d. per Ib. according to the season of
the year, and the demand for home consumption or expor-
tation. - Butter, about 1s. per 1b.; wheat, about_7s. y
barley 4s.; oats'2s. 6d.; and potatoes 1s. 8d. per. Win-
chester bushel. 'I'hé' Tradesof the Island has also much,
iric¥eased. From forty to fifty sail of shipping have been

annually loaded with. timber for Great Britain these some

years past; and there has likewise been a considerable
export of cattle, sheep, lumber, grain, and potatoes, to the
ne.ghbouring Colonies of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland,
and some to the West Indies, in vessels built and owned by
- persons on the Island. 'This -occasions- a considerablo
demand and employment far industrious labourers, both jn

farming, dnd loading the Timber Ships, &c. and more

especially for those who can use the axe—an art -which is :

very soon acquired. - ,

There have also some Fisheries lieen established, for
which business this Island is peculiarly adapted.

Since the increase of Population, several Dissenting
Ministers have come to reside on the Island; and Meeting
Houses have been built for their aceommodation, which are
numerously attended. 'Those of the Established Church,
Dissenters, and Roman Catholics, appear to live in good
neighbourhood, in being ready to render mutual assistance
to each other, o : )
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